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my sentiments agreeable to your Excellency’s request
whether anything can be done for the recovery of the
Illinois.

Provided your Excellency’s Instructions relative to stop-
ping the communication of the Ohio &ec be vigorously put in
execution. I am pursuaded that Mr. Gautier or some other
active person may assemble a body of Indians in his direct
road from Labay to the Prairie de chien and in the river
St. Pierre to go down the Mississipi early in the spring
which may be performed from the mouth of the Orescon-
sign’® in seven or eight days. That country is full of re-
sources but the Indians must have presents whenever we
fall off from that article they are no more to be depended
upon. The past is soon forgot by them except when they
do us a favour. Give the Indians of this country a present
and they will immediately strive to make some trifling re-
turn, which we must however give them four times the
value for. To second the above mentioned Indians the
Pottewatamies must be also ordered to move down the Illi-
nois river followed by the Ottawas and Chippawas those
latter will be rather late but by sending belts before them to
assure the Illinois Indians that they came in friendship to
them provided they join in driving out the rebels it will have
great effect, even the brent of their intended march will
settle them. The inhabitants of that country are not to be
depended upon should the french offer to interfere other-
wise should they join the rebels, it would be thro fear of be-
ing plundered by the Stranger Indians. I some time ago
represented a small armed vessel necessary 1o be under the
direction of the commanding officer of this post,as a Sort of
respect to the Indians, and to reconoitre the different Bays
and Creeks in Lake Michigan also to be ready to send to
Detroit on immergency, and finding I could not carry on the
service without one I armed the Welcome to send to Labay
St. Josephs Milwakee &c as the winds are generally so
strong that canoes cannot move even in a fair wind, which
makes their passages very tedious on the Lakes. But find-

! Wisconsin river.— ED.



